
  

 

Grade: Fourth Grade 

Title: Musical Chairs Composition 

Week: February 10-14 

Source: Unknown 

Materials: one “Pass the Pencil” paper per chair, enough drums for 
half the class 

 

MPG/Big Idea: 
MPG1: Develop skills in music reading 
MPG2: Perform with musical expression 

State Standard: 
9.1 

 

Enduring Understandings: 
1. Music reading skills provide the basis for creating, understanding and performing music 
2. Making expressive choices personalizes music 
 

Essential Questions: 
1. What is music? 
2. How can music be expressive? 
 

Knowledge: 
2. Rhythm has its own notation 
3. Meter determines how beats are grouped 
1. Music improvisation and composition are creative outlets to take ownership of music 
 

Skills: 
 
Rhythm: Beat, Meter, Duration, Rhythmic 
Patterns 
2. Perform music with meter of 2, 3 or 4  
3. Perform rhythmic patterns which include whole 
note, dotted half note, half note, quarter note, 
paired eighth notes, eighth note, whole rest, half 
rest, quarter rest and eighth rest 
 
Innovation: Composition and Improvisation 
3. Create simple rhythmic patterns 
 

Procedure: 
1. Discuss 4/4 time signature 
2. Using the flipchart, review rhythmic values 
3. Place enough chairs for each student in a circle 
in the center of the classroom 
4. Place one drum behind every other chair. 
5. Have one “Pass the Pencil” paper on each chair. 
6. When the music begins, students move in a 
circle on the inside of the chairs 
7. When the music stops, each student will add 
the next rhythm where the last person left off. 
8. Instruct students that they must not put more 
than four beats in a measure. Additionally, remind 
students they have limited time before the music 
begins again. 
9. When a student is the final student to complete 
the composition, they sit in the chair and the 
activity resumes until all students are seated. 
10. The students then check their composition for 
accuracy and get to perform their composition for 



a friend. 

 

Assessment: 
-written assessment 

 


